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La Vallée, May 8, 2011



to the attention of Florence Berthout

Dear Madame,

Upon replying favourably to Vincent Lahache’s invitation to participate on May 25th in the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the “Jardins Passagers” (education gardens within the Villette Park intended to present vegetal and animal diversity) and the launching of Bruno Garnerone’s project for their enlargement, I did not take into account the institutional framework in which this ceremony is to take place.

Upon receipt of your letter, for which I thank you, as well as the invitation which arrived separately, I have decided not to be present   in the “Jardins Passagers” on that day. My decision is for two reasons: on one hand, the presence of a minister of the government, on the other, the presence of sponsors such as Véolia, EDF (Electricité de France) or La Société Générale.

In view of my position, made clear on May 7, 2007 (see the communiqué on my web site:www.gillesclement.com) and my commitment to “Europe Ecologie” (a political party), I wish neither to endorse a government whose disastrous policies  become clearer daily, nor to be associated with companies that impose their diktat with a view to transforming ecology into “green business”.

This decision in no way diminishes the regard I have for the important subject dealt with by the “Jardins Passagers”, for those who have successfully managed the project from its beginnings – and here I refer to Emmanuelle Bouffé -  for those who are implicated in it today – Vincent Lahache and his team – and for Bruno Garnerone with whose professional career and capacity I am well acquainted . All are to be thanked for their contribution to the Planetary Garden.

I trust you will understand the motives which bring me to this decision: the approaching presidential elections in France make it all the more essential to assert the intellectual coherence, ethics and rigor necessary for a future political project.

Cordially, 

Gilles Clément

